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Latin American

Social Medicine
Medicina Social

Eatinoamericana
Me{ﬁcina Social
Latino-americana
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Specitic Aims

1. Implement anInternet mechanism
of sructured abstractsto access
previoudy published semina
journd artidesand booksin Latin
Americansocid medicine tobe
medeavailableinEnglish,
Spanish, and Portuguese.

2. Develop and pilot an ongoing
processfor eectronic publishing
ontheWeb of e leest two Latin
Americansodid medicne
journds.

3. Develop and implement arepos-
tory for key journasand books
for physica or eectronic access
by researchers.

Overview

TheEnhanced Accessfor Latin American
Socid Medicne(LASM) Prgject e the UNM
School of Medicine harnessestechnology and
modern abodracting methodsto summearize
important books, book chapters and articles
from theLatin American medicd literature.
When completed, the LASM webstewill

provide accessto English-language summaries
of important classc and contemporary works
fromthishighly rdevantfiedd. TheLASM
websitewill post structured abstractsof each
publication in threelanguages. English,
Spanish, and Portuguese. Thewebsitewill dso
pioneer web-based publishing for at least two
socid medicinejournadsbasedinLatin
Amegica

Project Summary

Social medicinein Latin America
hasbecomeawidely respected and influentia

field of research, teaching, and clinicd practice,
yet itsaccomplishmentsremainlittieknowninthe
English-spesking (and -reading) world. Important
publications have not been trandated from
Spanish and Portugueseinto English. Thefidd's
deve opment dso suffersfrom technicd difficulties
of publication and digtribution within Latin
Ameica

This project’s overall objective

isto develop and implement an I nternet-
based informeation system to maximize access
totheLain American sodd medicine
literature and to facilitate continuing publica:
tionand didtribution effortsin thisimportant
field. We have condructed thissysemto
target investigators, educators, dlinical
practitioners, public hedlth professonds,
higorians sodd scientists spedidigsinLain
American dudies, and professonasinlibrary
andinformeation science.

As articles and books are obtained

fromtheLatin American publishers a
structured abstract will be crested for each
source. After extensve qudity checks, the
trand ated abgiractswill beenteredintoa
database at the Hedlth Science Library and
Informatics Center onthe UNM Web page.
Linkstoand fromingtitutionsoutsde UNM
will be created.

This project devotes attention

in particular to thefollowing themesin
Latin American socid medicing which are
emphasesof theNationd Ingtitutes of
Hedth: socid, environmentd, and
nutritional causesof infant and perinatal
mortality; economic devel opmernt,
demographic change, and aging; socio-
economic barriersto cancer prevention;
determinantsof mentd illnessinraceor
ethnic background, socid class, gender,
and socid violence; and policy research
on managed care, primary careinnova
tions, and preventive services.

This information system

will reach abroad group of usershy
identifying coreand semind worksin
Latin Americansocid medicine, by
creating and trandating structured
abgractsin English, Spanish, and Portu-
guese, and by mekingthemavailable
through the application of Internet
technologies. In addition, the Internet
mechaniam will implement an ongoing, on-
line access system for publishing and
distributing structured abstractsand
atidesof key journasin Latin American
socid medicine

For more information:

LASM @salud.unm.edu



